
























5.23 KEEPING CERTAIN ANIMALS 

NOTWITHSTANDING ORDINANCE 

No parcel of land(s), having less than 3 acres in size, nor any residentially zoned parcel No 
residentially zoned parcel may be used to keep any wild or domestic animal normally used or 
raised on a farm, including, but not limited to, horses, cattle, mules, donkey, sheep, goats, swine, 
mink or poultry. Up to 4 chickens are allowed subject to applicant obtaining a permit. This does 
NOT include dogs, cats, or other small animals normally kept as pets in the home, unless given 
prior special permission by the Town Board. Permission may be granted for one animal on 
parcels of three acres, and one additional animal per acre afterwards. Included in any permitted 
use will be the condition establishing the type of stabling or housing of said animal (s). This 
usage shall be solely for the owners/residents of said parcel and not for hire or livery. Any 
permitted usage may be withdrawn, upon notice and for cause shown. Failure to comply with this 
Ordinance shall result in a forfeiture not to exceed $200. Each day of keeping of the above 
animals in violation of this ordinance is a separate offense. 
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5.23 KEEPING OF CERTAIN ANIMALS 

 

(1) Prohibition: No person shall keep livestock on any parcel of land zoned for 
residential use within the Town of Waterford. “Livestock” means cattle, 
horses, donkeys, llamas, swine, sheep, goats, or other animals susceptible to 
commercial use. 

(2) Exclusions. This ordinance does not apply to:  
a. Domestic pets such as cats and dogs or those animals confined to the 

household under complete control of the owner. 
b. Animals otherwise regulated by a Town of Waterford ordinance. 

(3) Variance:  
a. Any person who shall be denied the use of property for the keeping of 

livestock may apply to the Town Board for a variance of this 
ordinance upon an application which shall set forth the following:  

i. The name and address of the applicant.  
ii. Description of the premises.  

iii. Owner of record.  
iv. Location of buildings on the premises. 
v. Types and numbers of animals.  

vi. Names and addresses of adjacent landowners for a distance of 
three hundred (300) feet in each direction from the boundaries 
of the applicant’s land.  

vii. Location of buildings on adjacent premises 
b. The application will be filed with the Town Clerk who shall refer the 

application to the Town Plan Commission. The Commission shall 
place the matter on its agenda for a public hearing. The Commission 
shall notify all property owners within three hundred (300) feet of the 
applicant’s property and any other person or governmental unit that 
the Commission shall determine to be a party of interest. Such public 
hearing shall be held on notice by first class mail to interested parties 
not less than ten (10) days nor more than thirty (30) days after the date 
of said notice. After such hearing and deliberations by the 
Commission, the Commission shall make a recommendation to the 
Town Board to grant the variance, with or without modification, or to 
deny the application in its entirety.  



 

 

c. The Town Board, upon receipt of the Commission’s recommendation, 
shall place the matter on the Board’s next agenda and may, in its 
discretion, hold a public hearing on the application and, after 
considering the Commission’s recommendations, may grant, modify 
or deny the application for the requested variance.  

d. Failure to comply with conditions set forth in variance approval may 
result in withdrawal of the permitted usage. 

(4) Penalties A person who violates this ordinance shall be subject to a 
forfeiture of up to $200 together with any fee, cost of prosecution and 
penalty assessment, if applicable, subject to limitations set forth in 
Wisconsin Statutes. Each day constitutes a separate offense.  
















